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Na osnovu Clana 64. stav 2. tacka 9. i ¢lana 65. Statuta Univerziteta Crne Gore, i ¢lana
41. stav 1. Pravila doktorskih studija, Vijece Fakulteta politickih nauka je na 304. sjednici,
odrzanoj 10.05.2022. godine, utvrdilo je sljededi

PRIJEDLOG

Senatu Univerziteta Crne Gore da imenuje Komisiju za ocjenu doktorske disertacije MSc
Jovane Davidovi¢ pod naslovom Patrijarhaina uvjerenja i medijsko portretisanje rodnih odnosa
na primjeru selektivnog abortusa u Crnoj Gori, U sastavu:

- Prof. dr Dubravka Vali¢-Nedeljkovié, redovni profesor Filozofskog fakulteta Univerziteta u
Novom Sadu; ;

- Prof. dr Tanja Oblak-CmEg", redovni profesor Fakulteta za druzbene vede Univerziteta u Ljubljani;

- Prof. dr Sonja Tomovi¢-Sundi¢, redovni profesor Fakulteta politickih nauka Univerziteta Crne
Gore.

Komisija je duZna da Vije¢u Fakulteta politickih nauka i Senatu Univerziteta Crne Gore
podnese Izvjestaj o ocjeni doktorske disertacije u roku od 60 dana od dana imenovanja
Komisije.
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_ ISPUNJENO:! NDA
U skladu sa clanom 38 pravila doktorskih studija kandidat je cjelokupna ili dio sopstvenih istrazivanja
vezanih za doktorsku disertaciju publikovao u casopisu sa SSCI liste kao prvi autor:

o

Jovana Davidovi¢ (2022) “My dear unwanted”: media discourse on sex-selective abortion in Montenegro,
Feminist Media Studies, DOI: 10.1080/14680777.2021.2018620
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Spisak radova doktoranda iz oblasti doktorskih studija koje je publikovao u &asopisima
sa SSCI liste.

Ime i prezime autorke: Jovana Davidovic

Naziv rada: “My dear unwanted”: media discourse on sex-selective abortion in Montenegro
Ime izdavaca: Taylor&Francis

Mjesto i godina izdavanja: Milton Park, Abingdon-on-Thames, Oxfordshire United Kingdom,
2022.

DOI: https://dotorg/10.1080/14680777.2021.2018620

Link ka radu:

hitps://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14680777.2021.20186207scroll=top&need A cces

Dokaz za JRC: https://mjl.clarivate.com/search-results

ObrazloZenje mentora o koriS¢enju doktorske disertacije u publikovanim radovima

Rad “My dear umwvanted: media discourse on sex-selective abortion in Montenegro” sadrzi znacajne segmente
medijske analize doktorske disertacije 1 predstavlja prvo istrazivanje medijskog portretisanja
selektivnog abortusa u Crnoj Gori. U radu je predstavljena kvantitativna analiza sadrzaja, kao 1
socio-kognitivna kvalitativna analiza iz doktorske disertacije, u kojoj je autorka istrazivala efekte
misljenja, emocija 1 metafora u medijskom diskursu, u kontekstu selektivnog abortusa. Rad je
baziran na sedmogodisnjem medijskom uzorku od 245 objava 1 285 komentara, Sto dodatno
obezbjeduje reprezentativnost rezultata. Rad prikazuje ilustrativne primjere novinarskog sadrzaja i
komentara publike, time u velikoj mjeri doprinoseci razumijevaniju razli¢itih diskursnih strategtja. U
adu je takode identifikovano na desetine tzv. emotivnth rijeci 1 metafora koje su osnova za 10|
diskursnih Pﬂ‘.l:ﬂi:r::gxla od kojth je polovina novoformulisanih. Rezultati rada su pokazali da mediji
svojim pasivnim  pristupom 1 sporadicnom ﬂflturaiuacljom zenskog identiteta ojacavaju
patrijarhalne tendencije, dok od njihovih diksursnih strategija zavisi kognitivni odgovor publike. U
radu je konstatovano da je svega 7,85% medijskih informacija u uzorku zauzelo proaktivan stav i
pokusalo da istrazi slozenu sociolosku, ekonomsku i kulturolosku pozadinu selektivnog abortusa.

Z.akljuéni dio publikovanog rada narocito naglasava naucni doprinos doktorske disertacije, koja je
rezultirala nizom konkremih preporuka i strategija za analiziranje medijskog diskursa, posebno u
kontekstu rodne problematike. U zaklju¢nom dijelu rada, koji sumira najznacajnije nalaze medijskej
analize doktorske disertacije, autorka naglasava da je medijska publika demonstrirala nepotpuno
razumijevanje polne selekcije 1 njene patrijathalne pozadine, te da nedostatak analitickog medyjskog]
izviestavanja moze da dovede do dugorocnog gubitka drustvenog interesa za rjesavanje problema
selektivnog abortusa. Rad je time pruzio vazan kriticki osvrt na medijski sistem u Crnoj Gon 1§
rezultirao  diskursnim strategijama i indikatorima za rodnu analizu u medijima, koji imaju
primjenjivost nezavisno od konteksta. U konacnom, jedan od najvaznijih ishoda rada je izrada
preporuka o medijskom izvjeStavanju o rodnoj problematici, posebno u domenu diskriminatornih i
stereotipnih obrazaca ponasanja, poput selektivnog abortusa.

Datum i ovjera (pecat i potpis odgovorn
U Podgorici, 11.05.2022. godine
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Prilog dokumenta sadrzi:

il

Potvrdu o predaji doktorske disertacije organizacionoj jedinici

Odluku o imenovanju komisije za pregled i ocjenu doktorske disertacije

Kopiju rada publikovanog u ¢asopisu sa odgovarajuce liste

Biografiju i bibliografiju kandidata

Biografiju i bibliografiju clanova komisije za pregled i ocjenu doktorske disertacije sa
potvrdom o izboru u odgovarajuce akademsko zvanje i potvrdom da barem jedan clan
komisije  nije u  radnom  odnosu na  Univerzitetu Cre  Gore.
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Na osnovu clana 40 Pravila doktroskih studija Univerziteta Crne Gore, izdaje se sljedeca

POTVRDA

Mr Jovana Davidovi¢, broj dosijea 1/18, studentkinja doktorskih studija Fakulteta politi¢kih nauka
Univerziteta Crne Gore, studijski program Politicke nauke, predala je doktorsku disertaciju pod
naslovom Patrijarhalna uvjerenja i medijsko portretisanje rodnih odnosa na primjeru selektivnog

abortusa u Crnoj Gori, arhivi Fakulteta politickih nauka u Podgorici, dana 21. aprila 2022. godine.

Ut s

Prof. dr Boris Vukicevic
redsjednik Komisije za doktorske studije
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Na osnovu ¢lana 37. Pravila doktorskih studija Univerziteta Crne Gore dajem sljedecu

SAGLASNOST

Rad pod nazivom ,,Patrijarhalna unyjerenja i medijsko portretisanje rodnib odnosa na primjern selektivng

»latry vyerety Y. 7 /) 8
abortusa u Crnoj Gor™, autorke mr Jovane Davidovi¢, zadovoljava kriterijume doktorske disertacije
propisane Statutom Univerziteta Crne Gore i Pravilima doktorskih studija.

U Podgorici, april, 2022. godine. Mentorka

prof. dr Tanja Oblak-Crni¢
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UNIVERZITETA CRNE GORE

Predmet. Zahtjev za formiranje Komisije za ocjenu doktorske disertacije
Uvazeni ¢lanovi/ce Vijeca Fakulteta politickih nauka,

U skladu sa Pravilima doktorskih studija na Univerzitetu Crne Gore, podnosim zahtjev za ocjenu
doktorske disertacije pod nazivom:

»Patrijarhalna uvjerenja i medijsko portretisanje rodnih odnosa na primjeru selektivnog abortusa u
Crnoj Gori*.

Objavom rada u casopisu indeksiranom na SSCI list, koji sadrZi rezultate dijela sopstvenih
istrazivanja sprovedenih tokom izrade doktorske disertacije, ispunila sam predvidene uslove za
ocjenu doktorske disertacije, te se obracam Komisiji za doktorske studije Fakulteta politickih nauka,
da inicira prijedlog Komisije za ocjenu doktorske disertacije.

Uz ovaj zahtjev prilazem:

1) pismenu saglasnost mentorke da rad zadovoljava kriterijume doktorske disertacije;
2) stampani primjerak doktorske disertacije;

3) fotokopiju rada objavljenog u casopisu indeksiranom na SSCI listi;

4) CD sa cjelokupnim sadrzajem doktorske disertacije u PDF formaru;

5) Potpisanu izjavu o autorstvu.

U Podgorici, april, 2022. godine. Studentkinja doktorskih studija,

Jovana Davidovi¢

J/ Do Qo c
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“My dear unwanted”: media discourse on sex-selective
abortion in Montenegro

Jovana Davidovié

Department of Political Science, University of Montenegro, Podgorica, Montenegro

ABSTRACT ARTICLE HISTORY
Beliefs based on patriarchy have different manifestations, from Received 5 June 2020
gender-insensitive language to discriminatory and prejudiced ~ Revised 18 October 2021
behavior. While the consequences of patriarchai beliefs are obser-  Accepted 7 December 2021
vable and well-studied, more attention is required to unravel the  yrvworps

role of societal actors that contribute to both their development Media discourse; patriarchal
and their suppression. The present research applies the novel Socio- beliefs; sex-selective
cognitive Discourse Studies to investigate how the media acts as abortion; Socio-cognitive
a significant mediating public structure that has the potential to Discourse Studies;
enable or disable the reproduction of patriarchy. | investigate the Montenegro

media discourse on sex-selective abortion (SSA)—the practice of

the targeted elimination of female fetuses. The study takes the case

of Montenegro, listed among the leading. countries in the world

with a significantly distorted sex ratio at birth. Besides confirming

that the majority of the media encourage the status quo through.its

passive approach to SSA, the socio-cognitive analysis also estab-

lished the relationship between the media and consumers, reveal-

ing how the different discourse strategies the journalists use trigger

different cognitive responses among their audience. This stucy

discovered discursive patterns in the public presentation of

women while pointing out the crucial role the media plays in

disseminating analytical and balanced information on significant

and worrisome tendencies, such as SSA.

Introduction

The academic research on the media portrayal of gender frequently presents the media as
“contemporary mediators of hegemony” (Ingrid Bachmann, Dustin Harp, and Jaime Loke
2018, 4), with the substantive authority over public opinion, and the ability to affect the
preexisting gender-based beliefs of the audience (Lana F. Rakow 2001). The initial
attempts to investigate the media and gender were dominantly politically driven, and
they identified the subordinated, condemned, and objectified position of women in
media discourse (Kathryn Cirksena and Lisa Cuklanz 1992; Carolyn M. Byerly and Karen
Ross 2006). Recent studies claim that the media presents the “part of symbolic power”
(Maria Edstrém 2018, 79) and the space for exercising power differences in gender
relations (Mary Angela Bock, Paromita Pain and JhuCin Jhang 2019), while also being
the “main source for understanding” (Madeline Mitchell and Merryn McKinnon 2019, 178)

CONTACT Jovana Davidovi¢ (&) jovanad@ac.me () University of Montenegro, 13. July Podgorica 81000, Montenegro
© 2022 Informa UK Limited, trading as Taylor & Francis Group o
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the gender representations. Niall Richardson and Sadie Wearing 2014 further state that
the media construction of gender is never “innocent” (Richardson and Wearing 2014, 6)
since it affects our perceptions about “appropriate femininity and masculinity”
(Richardson and Wearing 2014, 6).

The gender-based notions we receive from the media are not value-neutral.
Consequently, the media, as the highly important public actor, has the special duty to
provide the unbiased and analytical exploration of different societal issues, where gender-
related topics should not have the marginal importance (Richardson and Wearing 2014).
Accordingly, the position of the media in unraveling negative phenomena in a society
becomes especially visible when it is tested in the context of discriminatory practices. The
goal of this research is to untangle the role of the media when depicting the issue of sex-
selective abortion (SSA), labeled as one of the most worrisome and contested topics in
contemporary gender-based analyses (United Nations Population Fund—UNFPA 2018;
John Bongaarts and Christophe Z. Guilmoto 2015; Christophe Z. Guilmoto and James Tove
2015). | take the example of Montenegro—a country in Southeast Europe, which is listed
among the 12 leading states in the world with a significantly distorted sex ratio at birth
(Chao et al. 2019).

SSA is the intentional elimination of female fetuses through abortion (Bongaarts and
Guilmoto 2015). The existence of prenatal sex selection is dominantly demonstrated by
a skewed sex ratio at birth, where any significant deviation from the average ratio (100
girls per 105 boys; see: Bongaarts and Guilmoto 2015, 241) indicates a directed interven-
tion related to the sex of the offspring. SSA has been viewed as one of the leading causes
of “missing girls” (Amartya Sen 2003) globally, with projections that suggest around
150 million missing women by 2035 (Bongaarts and Guilmoto 2015, 262). The complex
nature of SSA is visible through the contested discourse on the topic. Namely, the impulse
to ban the abortion of female fetuses has been scrutinized in abortion rights discussions,
where the pro-abortion stream emphasized the woman's freedom in deciding for her own
body (Bruce P. Blackshaw 2020, 446), while advocates of SSA bans argued that the
pressure of patriarchal societies prevents women from being able to make free decisions
(Magdalena Grzyb, Marceline Naudi and Chaime Marcuello-Servés 2018).

Despite their differing perspectives, both supporters and critics of banning SSA agree
on the need to treat the underlying cause and not solely the consequences of SSA (Diana
EH. Russell 2012). For son-preference societies, SSA is never simply an autonomous choice
but rather a complex outcome of systematic patriarchy, defined as the long-term sub-
ordination of women in both public and private societal structures (Sylvia Walby 1990).
Accordingly, it is not the sex, as a biological characteristic, what drives the decision to
prevent a female life. It is the expectation that the girl “will conform to assumed (...)
gender roles” (Seavilleklein et al. 2007, 11 cited in Tamara Kayali Browne 2017, 2) that
patriarchy promotes as unwanted. The sustainability of patriarchal beliefs is in turn
significantly dependent on public structures, where the media has a pertinent position
(Dustin Harp 2019).

This research argues that although patriarchal beliefs have always been exercised in
the private and family context, it is precisely through their reproduction in the media
sphere that we acquire new understandings of gender relations. These reproduced mean-
ings are subsequently transmitted to the audience as desirable or undesirable behavioral
models (Bachmann, Harp and Loke 2018, 4). Building upon the assumption that the public
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discourse depends on “individual mental models'” (Teun A. Van Dijk 2017, 7), | use Socio-
cognitive Discourse Studies (SDS) (Van Dijk 2017) as a specific approach within Critical
Discourse Studies (CDS), to investigate the discursive structures of the media, used to
portray the issue of SSA. SDS focuses on the role of opinions, attitudes, and emotion
words in media discourse, and presupposes a cognitive interface between the journalists
and consumers, where their mental models interact (Jasmina P. Dordevi¢ 2020, 1). This
study, thus, highlights the function of the media in the reinforcement or suppression of
patriarchy through the analysis of SSA discourse in Montenegro—a country that is under-
studied in this context. Further, the research aims to show how different mental models
translate into different discourse strategies that are necessities in media analysis due to
their ability to systematize qualitative findings into comprehensive conclusions.

The structure of this paper is as follows—the first section presents the conceptual
framework, where | clarify the significance of the socio-cognitive approach for media
analysis, while the second section examines the characteristics of the Montenegrin case in
the context of SSA. The subsequent sections of the paper explore the methodology and
the results. These results are discussed in the last section that addresses both the
implications and the limitations of this research.

The conceptual framework

The claim that the media has a potential to reconstitute gender relations in society stems
from the argument that gender is never a fixed category, but rather a socially constructed
phenomenon, which is reinforced in media language (Bachmann, Harp and Loke 2018, 4).
Sylvia Walby (1990) talks about patriarchal beliefs as being derived from the continuously
inferior position of women in public and private structures. These patriarchal beliefs
include the institutional domination of men, and the inferiority of women, which reduces
her to predefined household and reproductive roles (Eunju Yoon, et al. 2015). It is beyond
doubt that the media occupies an important position in the public structures, operating
as an intersection of competing ideological manifestations of “patriarchy and feminism”
(Harp 2019, 14). To untangle the media role in the revivification of patriarchal beliefs, it is
not enough to focus solely on the different presentations of women, but rather on the
systems and strategies the media uses in these presentations (Rakow 2001, 44).

CDS represents a well-established field in media research, which subsumes different
approaches dedicated to investigating the relationship between language and society.
The goal of the CDS is to reveal “(...) a form of power” (Michel Foucault 1982, 781) that
directly affects media content and, consequently, shapes consumers’ behavior. CDS uses
language to detect the abuse of power in a society (Van Dijk 2017) since any social
misbalance cannot exist without its discursive dimension. CDS, thus, claims that discourse
and society are in a codependent relationship (Van Dijk 2017).

This research uses the novel SDS (Van Dijk 2017, 4) as a particular field within CDS.
SDS goes beyond the standard CDS approaches” in one essential aspect: it introduces
social cognition as the “crucial dimension missing” (Van Dijk 2017, 3) from the power-
oriented CDS perspective. SDS claims that media discourse is not limited to the
influence of power structures since social cognition is an additional element that
mediates the relationship between discourse and society. Social cognition represents
a set of the individual “mental models” (Van Dijk 2017, 22) identified in the media
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language as “subjective representations of events or situations” (Van Dijk 2017, 7).
These mental models are caonsisted of individual opinions, attitudes, and emotions that
must be detected in discourse analysis since they have considerable persuasive poten-
tial. The media discourse is always intentional and, in the context of SDS, the intention
is to “transmit the mental model of a speaker or writer" (Pordevi¢ 2020, 3).
Simultaneously, the reception of the transmitted discourse is affected by the consu-
mers’ preexisting opinions and attitudes. Although the SDS cannot determine what
exactly people thought prior to engaging with the discourse, it assumes a cognitive
interface, or a meeting point, between the journalists’ and consumers’ discourse,
where the mental models of the two groups interact (Dordevi¢ 2020; Van Dijk 2017).
The purpose of SDS is to question the nature of this interaction and evaluate the
attitudes, opinions, and emotions of those who create the media content and those
who consume it (Pordevic 2020, 3). Consequently, this study argues that SDS analysis is
incomplete without the socio-cognitive dimension of both journalists and consumers.
It is important to investigate whether those who make a substantive impact on public
opinion in fact also contribute to the resurgence of patriarchal beliefs. In parallel, it is
equally relevant to evaluate the audience and their discursive interaction with the
media. Media consumers are more susceptible to latent manifestations of journalists’
attitudes, opinions, and emotions than to explicit persuasion (Van Dijk 2017), especially
if they do not have any personal experience with the topic (Van Dijk 2017, 23). This is
why SSA represents a challenging subject for media analysis.

First, despite the considerable academic interest in media reporting about gender-
based topics, we still have limited knowledge on the discourse strategies used in media
language. It is important to investigate how the media frames the practice of SSA, and the
role of women in it. For an example, it would be worrisome if women are portrayed as
crucial culprits and moral sinners (Yvonne MacPherson 2007), who do not fulfill their
“major” purpose—reproduction (Jelena Visnji¢ 2016). Endangered reproduction has
become perceived as the primary long-term consequence of SSAs since a lack of females
equals a lack of women who will give birth (Bongaarts and Guilmoto 2015). Reducing
a woman to her reproductive function highlights one of the most ingrained patriarchal
beliefs. In patriarchal societies, a woman's value is “tied to her body” (Bock et al. 2019, 54),
and the rhetorical strategies used in the public sphere infrequently serve to "keep
[women] in their place” (Bock et al. 2019, 54). It is very important to determine whether
the media discourse reinforces such attitudes and presents the consequences of SSA
through endangered reproduction exclusively.

Second, it is essential that the media is an actor that begins the discussion about
topics of public interest. We cannot speak about responsible journalism if governmental
or non-governmental actors motivate the majority of media stories. Considered one of
the core pillars of a democratic society, the media is expected to show continuous and
genuine interest in relevant social problems. It should go where the “silences are in
a society” (Victor Pickard 2019, 165) and amplify the voices of those who are discrimi-
nated against. Thus, there is a substantive value in examining what triggers media
stories and whether significant topics are regularly or occasionally present in the public
discourse.
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An additional important indicator of media interest in a topic is the media genre,
which represents the linkage between the language and the communicative intention
(Dubravka Vali¢-Nedeljkovi¢ 2020). There are two major types of the media genres: the
factual genres, with the purpose to inform the audience without profound insight into
the topic (Vali¢-Nedeljkovi¢ 2020); and the analytical media genres, where the goal is to
affect “people’s opinions on public matters” (Mihaly Galik and Artemon Vogl 2015, 68).
Factual genres consist of news and reports, while analytical genres include complex
media forms such as articles, columns, commentaries, and interviews (Vali¢-Nedeljkovi¢
2020). Analytical media forms require an investigative approach, knowledge about the
topic, a variety of sources, and, above all, media initiative. News and reports, by contrast,
are simply a reproduction of already existing information. In order to capture whether
the media truly dedicates attention to relevant social issues, it is necessary to analyze
the prevalence of these different genres in the media discourse.

This research, thus, evaluates both journalists’ and consumers’ discourse on SSA
through the following hypotheses:

H1: Media discourse reinforces patriarchy by condemning SSA solely through endangered
reproduction.

H2: There is no continuous media interest in reporting about SSA—SSA articles are predomi-
nantly motivated by the current actions of the government and the NGO sector.

H3: Factual genres dominate over analytical genres in the media reporting.

The case of Montenegro

Montenegro, a small Balkan country with around 620,000 citizens, has experienced an
intense debate about SSAs. The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA 2012) report
placed Montenegro, along with Albania at the top of the list of European countries with
the greatest imbalance between male and female newborns. The Statistical Office of
Montenegro established an average sex ratio of 100 girls per 110 boys over the last 20
years, while the sex imbalance at birth reached its peak in 2009 with 114 boys born for
every 100 girls (Montenegrin Institute for Statistics 2017). The United States Institute for
Population Research (PRI) estimated that 50 gitls were intentionally aborted in
Montenegro annually from 2000 until 2014 (United States Institute for Population
Research 2014), while the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) advised Montenegro to “strictly (.. .) prohibit sex-
selective abortions” (United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women 2017). Finally, a recent longitudinal study that analyzed gender propor-
tions across the world from 1950 until 2017 identified Montenegro among the 12
countries, which showed “strong statistical evidence of sex ratio at birth imbalance”
(Chao et al. 2019, 9303).

The current projections indicate the absence of 3000 women in this country due to
prenatal selection (Women's Rights Center—WRC, 2017). Further estimates predict
a deficit of 8000 Montenegrin women before 2035 (WRC, 2017). Concurrently,



6 (@ J.DAvVIDOVIC

Montenegrin legislation strictly prohibits SSA (through the Law on Conditions and
Procedures for the Termination of Pregnancy, “Official Gazette of Montenegro,” 53/09,
Article 18.1) and the usage of “early genetic tests (...) to determine sex, unless there are
risks of hereditary disorders indicated exclusively by a clinical geneticist” (Article 18.3).

However, the existing law has not shown itself to be very efficient in suppressing SSA.
In 2017, the journalist Svetlana Slavujevi¢ published an investigative story featuring the
anonymous testimonials of women that underwent SSA (Svetlana Svetlana Slavujevic
2017). The story was followed by the campaign NeZeljena or Unwanted, created by the
marketing agency McCann, in cooperation with the Women's Rights Center in
Montenegro, which highlighted the issue of female children that are not Zeljene or
wanted/desirable for their families (Photo 1):
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Photo 1. The unwanted campaign in Montenegro.

Last Goodbye to
Dear #Unwanted.
Your parents wanted a boy and this is why you did not get the chance to be born.

Forgive them. Your grieving Montenegro.

Unwanted resulted in a petition (which was signed by more than 6000 people) that was
delivered to the government of Montenegro, who promised to create an Action Plan that
would systematically assess SSA. However, the government has so far done nothing to
resolve this issue (Maja Raic¢evi¢ 2020). The passive approach to the problem of sex
selection reflects the “never completed [gender] emancipation” (Raicevi¢ 2020) of
Montenegrin society.

Recent research has shown that only 4% of Montenegrin women own a property (Dasa
Duhaéek, Biljana Brankovi¢ and Milica Mirazi¢ 2019, 23). This replicates the traditional
patterns in the Montenegrin family, where daughters were excluded from inheritance
rights (Bette S. Denich 1974, 250). These traditionalist patterns persist: in contemporary
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Montenegro, it is very common for female children to give up their inheritance in favor of
brothers—this withdrawal from inheritance rights became a demonstration of the love
the sister had for her brother.

New data also shows the constant ascription of household work to women—out of
the 11% of the Montenegrin population that had never performing any housekeeping,
96% were men (European Parliament's Committee on Women's Rights and Gender
Equality 2019, 28). Even young Montenegrin citizens argue for a gender division of
labor in the household—more than 60% of young people prefers the absence of
gender equality in relation to household tasks (Westminster Foundation for
Democracy—WFD 2020). The attitudes of the Montenegrin youth are a worrisome
indicator of the underdeveloped gender-based awareness of the Montenegrin society,
whose improvements in terms of legislation have not been accompanied by
a transition in consciousness. Since the media plays a significant role in the lives of
young people, it is their duty to help this societal transition with the analytical and non-
discriminatory rhetoric.

Furthermore, the patriarchal beliefs affect every layer of society, and especially
politics, which is dominantly male-biased in Montenegro. The country is below the
world average (24.9%) when it comes to the number of women in parliament—22.2%
(IPU 2020), and it is ranked 26th among 30 European countries on the newly established
Gender Equality Index (GEI) (Olivera Komar 2019, 11). The male-centered character of
Montenegrin politics is additional proof of the prevailing attitude that women are not
suited to influential social roles. Portrayed as gentle, emotional, and predominantly
dedicated to the family, women are expected to find their place outside of the world of
leadership. Regardless of their education level or capabilities, Montenegrin women are
still alienated from important political positions and prevented from reaching their full
professional potential, '

The statistics mentioned above reveal the multidimensionality of patriarchy. The
practice of S5A is the outcome of the long-term subordination of women in various social,
economic, and political aspects. Patriarchy has placed Montenegrin women in an “anom-
alous position” (Denich 1974, 260), where their separate selves have never existed. Their
fate was to transition between the roles of mother, wife, and daughter, frequently
sacrificing their happiness for the sake of patriarchal expectations. Those rare moments
when a woman felt satisfaction were usually related to the birth of a boy. A whole range of
customs was invented to anticipate a male child. Women threw a “dried fish bladder on
the fire; if it goes off pop, there will be a boy; if it only fizzles out, a girl” (Edith M. Edith
Durham 1906, 68). Consequently, the birth of a girl was perceived as a misfortune for the
family, while the boy was welcomed with long and joyful celebrations.

The inferior position of the female child is especially visible in the discourse. When
a family consists of a daughter and a son, or several daughters and one son, it is common
to say—he is jedinac (the only child) in the whole family. Moreover, parents usually
address their daughter as sine (son) instead of cerko (daughter). Even when the woman
died, the obituary contained the husband's name along to hers, written with a suffix -ova,
or -ing; such as Markova, Luking, indicating that she was the wife of Marko/Luka, she
was his.
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Since language and behavior are interconnected, the patriarchy of Montenegrin
society left traces in the public sphere as well. CEDAW recommended the constant gender
sensitization of the Montenegrin media and the “adequate monitoring of (...) gender-
sensitive language” (United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women 2017, 5). Gender-based media evaluation exists in Montenegro and
addresses the inadequate media treatment of Montenegrin women (Slavica Strikovi¢
and Nata3a Nelevi¢ 2013). However, the existing studies fail to identify the discursive
patterns in the public presentation of women, especially in the context of discriminatory
tendencies. Investigating media content in this sense is crucial since topics about dis-
crimination present a relevant test for the gender-based awareness of the media.

Materials and methods

This research applies a Socio-cognitive Discourse approach to the quantitative and
qualitative content analysis of media material in Montenegro. The incorporation of
both methods (quantitative and qualitative) increases the validity of the research and
provides a more comprehensive insight into the topic. The quantitative content
analysis reports on data frequencies, while its qualitative aspect enables the construc-
tivist interpretation of language.

Corpus and context

The corpus of this study contains 247 news items in the print, electronic, and online media
of Montenegro. Additionally, the analysis comprises 285 comments as a reaction to online
media articles. The press clipping involved the full-coverage media research, based on
three keywords: sex-selective abortion (selektivni abortus) and unwanted (neZeljena). The
sampling frame is limited to 7 years—from 2012, when the UNFPA argued for a distorted
sex imbalance at birth in Montenegro, up to the end of 2019.

The Montenegrin media context determined the sampling procedure in this research.
There are 4 daily newspapers, 57 radio stations, 18 television stations, and 41 online media
services in Montenegro (Tanja KerSevan-Smokvina, et al. 2017, 18). The Montenegrin
media market struggles with diagonal media concertation, where several individuals, or
members of their families, simultaneously own different types of the media (Dragoljub
Dusko Vukovi¢ 2016, 5; KerSevan-Smokvina et al. 2017, 76). Besides the cross-media
ownership, the media in Montenegro faces the problem of deregulated advertising
revenues and political polarization, which further results in non-transparent financing
(Vukovi¢ 2016). The Montenegrin regulative system complies with EU media standards;
however, indirect political censorship, the arrest of journalists, and self-censorship are
clear prevailing problems (Freedom House 2019).

The reliable circulation and audience ratings of the Montenegrin media are scarce and
frequently debated from a methodological standpoint (Kersevan-Smokvina et al. 2017,
20). In this study, | select those media outlets with the highest circulation and audience
estimates, based on the European Commission media project research in Montenegro
(KerSevan-Smokvina et al. 2017). Table 1 shows the print and electronic media with the
largest circulation and audience ratings:
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Table 1. Circulation and audience rates in the Montenegrin

media.

Media Type Circulation Audience Rates®
Dan Print 8500

Vijesti Print 3000

Pobjeda Print 3000

Dnevne novine Print 2800

Informer Print 1700

Pink v 235
RTCG v 12.8
Vijesti v 19
Prva v 10.5

aExpressed in percentages.

In addition to the nine media entities presented above, this research includes the four
most visited online media platforms: Vijesti (vijesti.me), Analitika (analitika.me), Cafe Del
Montenegro (CDM) (cdm.me), and IN4S (in4s.me). The sample is formed of 53.03% (131)
print media articles, 41.70% (103) online media articles, and 5.26% (13) electronic media
news from the main TV news shows. The units of analysis in this study involve print/
online/electronic media material in its entirety (subtitle, title, authorship, photo, main text
and comments; headlines; illustration of electronic information).

The majority of the print media articles had a half-page size or longer (49.61%);
34.35% of articles were less than one half-page long, while there was 16.03% of short
articles (consisting only of several sentences). The online media articles were gen-
erally up to one-half of the page (44.66%). The remainder was formed of long
articles, of one-half or more than a half a page (38.83%) and short media articles
(16.50%). The corpus included 342 min of electronic media material, with 7.32%
(25 min and 4 s) of the news being SSA-related. The average length of the SSA
electronic media news is 1 min and 92 s. Finally, the users' comments were generally
medium in their length (61.05%; being of 15-60 words), followed by short (30.17%;
up to 15 words), and long (8.77%; +60 words) comments.

Procedures

The study uses a self-designed code protocol with 30 categories based on Van Dijk’s
(2017) socio-cognitive discourse structures. | identify the major discourse strategies in the
media, which restrict or encourage patriarchal attitudes. This research looks at the
manifestations of journalists' and consumers' socio-cognitive dimensions through meta-
phors, opinions, and emotional words. | also evaluate the genre structures, topics, and
news motives to demonstrate the media interest in reporting about SSA.

First, | identify the discourse strategies in the media material (print, online, and
electronic). Second, | analyze the structure of the media stories and whether they are
based on the media's initiative to investigate the topic, or they resemble events produced
by governmental and non-governmental actors. Third, | investigate how consumers’
comments resonate with the online media discourse. Ultimately, this study provides
empirical evidence of social cognition as a connecting point between the media informa-
tion and media audience.
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Results

Media

The analysis identified the four most frequent discourse strategies (DS)? in the media
material.

Table 2. Discourse strategies in the media.

DS media %

Factuality 35.95
Topic inferiority 23.96
Authority 15.70
Direct support 7.85

The strategies listed in Table 2 account for 83.46% of the discourse in the media sample.
The first findings from this research demonstrate that journalists do not reinforce patriarchy
by condemning SSA solely through endangered reproduction (H1). Namely, the dominant
discourse strategy is factual—in 35.95% of published material, | did not observe opinions,
emotional words, and/or metaphors.* Factual discourse is passive—there is no analytical
reporting in this strategy; the journalists instead reproduce information from other sources.
90.90% of the factual stories were either news (45.45%) or reports (45.45%). The remainder
consists of interviews (6.81%) and press releases (2.27%). Furthermore, the media news and
reports were entirely motivated by outside events—those initiated by political figures or
other actors such as NGOs and international organizations.

It is encouraging that the majority of media articles do not contain patriarchal lan-
guage. However, the factual discourse strategy has limited potential to empower public
interest in SSA and contribute to the analysis of patriarchal practices. This is especially
visible as we further interpret the results—23.96% of the media stories were not directly
related to SSA. In particular, the discourse strategy of topic inferiority refers to information
that satisfies the following criteria:

(1) the SSA information is not in the title/subtitle/headline of the news;
(2) the SSA information is not present in the lead;

(3) the SSA information is not present a prevailing topic in the story;
(4) the SSA information, if mentioned, is not initiated by the journalist.

Table 3 contains several examples of articles with a discourse strategy of topic
inferiority.

Table 3. Inferiority strategy topics and examples.

Topics % Headlines Media

Non-gender based 63.15 Mihailo: Churches and Monasteries to be Returned to MOC? Analitika
Corruption at Every Level Dan
State Department: Despite Opposition Protests, Elections DM
in Montenegro are Generally Free and Fair

Gender based 36.85 Give Compensation to All Mothers with Three Children Dan
Sex Should Not be Considered Taboo Pobjeda
Multidisciplinary Approach to Combating Violence against Women Vijesti

*Montenegrin Orthodox Church.
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The majority of non-gender-based topics were mainly concerned with the relationship
between the Montenegrin and Serbian Orthodox Churches, the EU accession process, and the
position of journalism in this country. Gender-based articles usually covered gender-based
violence, gender equality, sex trafficking, genetic disorders, and International Women’s Day.

Further, the analysis found the DS of authority and direct support. These two SSA-
related strategies involved subjective interpretations on the part of journalists manifested
through opinions, emotional words, and metaphors. However, the substantive difference
between the two strategies is their approach. The authority discourse provides statistical/
expert information, which indicates that SSA occurs but never asks why. It is worth
remembering that a proactive media should not investigate the consequences exclu-
sively, but rather the “context that creates a demand for sex selection” (Yvonne
MacPherson 2007, 414). The most frequent sources used in this strategy are doctors
(86.84%), international organizations (42.10%), and health facilities (31.57%), while
27.02% of the information relied on impersonal sources. There were no women affected
by SSA cited in this category, as opposed to the direct support discourse, where 26.31% of
the stories involved women'’s testimonies.

The authority discourse is mainly concerned with SSA statistics, never with the individuals
affected by SSA. It instead emphasizes the attitudes of societal figures that have decision-
making power. Furthermore, in this discourse strategy, journalists infrequently use the
authority to impute their mental models and/or to provide an impartial argument:

Dan 26™ November 2017:
Montenegro is one of the /eading countries with the harshest treatment towards
the gentle sex since the research shows that every other woman was the victim
of some form of violence and that women in our country are unwanted, which
results in high sex-selective abortions rates. (emphasis added).

Dnevne novine 16™ December 2013:
‘Let it be healthy and male!” — This is a saying that still seems to be valid when
the baby is born in Montenegro. Stafistics confirm the suspicion about sex-
selective abortions occurring in our country since 100 girls are born per 110
boys, while the natural sex-ratio is 100 to 102/104. (emphasis added).

Informer 31% March 2014,
The frightening practice of Montenegrins who sex-selectat all costs was
addressed by the Council of Europe! The EUis determined to prevent
this scary practice, while the authorities in Podgorica have been warned that one
of the conditions for EU accession is to ban and prevent all forms of
discrimination, especially those related to children and women. (emphasis
added).

These examples already demonstrate personal involvement in the discourse, expressed
through opinions/emational words (harshest, gentle, suspicion, frightening, scary), justified
by the presence of authority (research, statistics, the Council of Europe, the EU). The visible
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application of journalists’ mental models is a mutual characteristic of both the authority
and the direct support strategy. Table 4 contains examples of the opinions/emotion
words and metaphors used:

Table 4. Discourse structures used in authority and direct support strategy.

Discourse
strategy Opinions and emotion words Metaphors
Authority Horrible, urgent, unprotected, worthless, patriarchal, Montenegrin Woman Takes Matter in Her
painful, surprising, risky, destruction, intentional, Own Hands
blessing, selfish, incredible, bad, traditional, We Should not Gamble with Our Own
dangerous Health
The Cult of Male Child
Direct support  Reckless, touching, stereotyped, complicated, Wall of Silence
despair, pressure, costly, hidden, devastating, How to Win a Battle
worrisome, negative, illegal, unpopular, Provoking the Nature
complicated, misuse
aN 108 30

aTotal number of opinions/emotion words and metaphors identified in the analysis.

The discourse structures observed in these strategies are usually directed toward
society, health facilities, and the government. However, authority, being a passive dis-
course, does not provide anything more than a mere subjective interpretation covered by
a personalized/impersonalized source information, while the direct support strategy
incorporates journalists' mental models into information that is mainly analytical and
proactive. The examples mentioned below demonstrate the investigative approach and
the use of media initiative to explore the mechanisms of SSA in Montenegro. The usage of
opinions/emotions words (risky, expensive, painful) in the direct support strategy is not
sensational—it rather serves the purpose of supporting the societal struggle against SSA
and presenting the various consequences of this problem:

RTCG 282 September 2017.

QOut of the public eye, there is a well-established pattern between Moentenegrin
gynecologists and their colleagues at private clinics in Belgrade, who ‘help” women perform 2
painful and expensive chorionic sampling test and, thus, reveal the sex before the ten-week legal
abortion deadline. The cost of these interventions is arcund EUR 350.

Dnevne novine 14% December 2013.

However, it is possible for an individual to have an amniocentesis earlier, by the 12
week, when abortion is permitted solely for determining the sex of the fetus, although illegally.
Amniotic fluid sampling is done on an outpatient basis and costs between 400 and 500 euros,
desmite being risky for the fetus in terms of possible complications such as infections, bleeding,
and miscarmiages. The samples were sent to Belgrade, where it takes a few weeks to get the result,
as was said by the Vikend novine interviewee, who wished to stay anonymous.

The differences between the strategies can be further examined by considering the
relevance of genre and motive. First, general statistics indicate that the sample is dominated
by factual genres and news not initiated by the media. 76.41% of news was a response to
various forms of outside actors/events, such as the NGO sector (58.01%) and political actors
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(18.39%). This finding seems intuitive, since the Montenegrin NGO produced the majority of
the awareness-raising SSA-related actions such as the campaign Unwanted. Additionally, the
level of media initiative was very modest—23.58% of stories were motivated by the journal-
ists/editors themselves. 77.44% of the stories in the sample belong to the factual genre, the
remainder being analytical. These findings support the hypotheses of the supremacy of the
factual genre over analytical reporting, and discontinuous media interest in SSA.

When applied to discourse strategies directly related to SSA (factual, authority, and direct
support), the genres and motives help further differentiation. The factual and authority
strategies dominantly use factual genres. Moreover, they are motivated by outside actors/
events, as opposed to the direct support discourse, which is mainly analytical and initiated
by the media. In order to support my assumptions about the relationship between genre
and initiative, | performed the Pearson’s Chi-squared test, which indicates that these two
variables are not independent (X2(1) = 121.64, p < 0.01). In fact, 86.95% of the stories
initiated by the media were analytical, while 94.15% of the information motivated by
external actors appeared in factual genres. Table 5 Summarizes the exposed differences
between the three strategies:

Table 5. Differences between SSA-related strategies.

Discourse strategy Approach Genre Motive Mental modes

Factual Passive Factual Outside actors No

Authority Passive Mainly factual Mainly outside actors Yes

Direct support Active Mainly analytical Mainly media initiative Yes
Comments

The results from the analysis of the comments indicate the relationship between
the media and its users’ socio-cognitive dimensions. First, more than half (51.57%)
of the comments had an explicit reaction toward the author/media and the subject
of the story. The audience usually challenged the subjects of the news (78.70%) or
the author/media that published the information (21.29%):

CDM

gmt

CDM watch your mouth! There is the continued practice of selective abortion, but not
“non-selective” sure.

24/04/2018

Vijesti

GODFATHER

How these gorgeous and beautiful creatures can be irrelevant and undesirable to
someone. Shame on you for publishing a text like this!

24/04/2018

The analysis of the users' discourse strategies facilitates the interpretation of the
socio-cognitive dimensions. Table 6 contains the four discourse strategies that account
for 61.82% of users’ comments®:
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Table 6. Most frequent discourse strategies in users’ comments.

DS comments %

Condemnation 2791
Naturalization of the female identity 12.01
Politicization 10.95
Marginalization/skepticism 10.95

The dominant users’ reaction was condemnation of SSA, which in 42.85% of cases
included a direct reference to the subjects in the media article. On average, every
fifth (19.04%) condemning comment, mentioning the subjects of the article, blamed
women for SSA;

CDM

Milena

Shameful!!!! I don’t understand women that do this... Evil
28/09/2017

Vijesti

malilaki

The women who do this aren’t mothers but rags that the family wipes the floor with.
28/09/2017

Almost a third (29.16%) of the comments in the direct support media articles
showed condemnation as a major reaction. When translated into socio-cognitive
analysis, the direct support texts, with personal statements from women that under-
went 55A, triggered a negative socio-cognitive response in the audience. For exam-
ple, the article published in the online media CDM, entitled “"Montenegrin girls have
gone missing?” contained the anonymous testimonials of Montenegrin women that
revealed the disturbing patriarchal background of SSA:

“If she was a girl, I wouldn™t know what to do. Fortunately, it was 2 son. I wantzd a son
to please my husband. .. I know women who had multiple abortions after the chorionic villus
sampling, and found out they were camrying a gifl” (CDM “Montenegrin girls have gone
missing?” 28% of September 2017).

User reaction to such information was twofold. The readers either characterized SSA as
“primitive, sad, wild, discriminating . .. " or labeled women as “cloths, culprits, conscious-free
... ". Their condemnation of women who admitted they had undergone SSA was very
straightforward: “Then please him again. Do you even have your own attitude about the
world?"; “God will judge you"; “No one can persuade a mother to do that, if she agrees
anyway, then she is an accomplice."

The initial impulse for SSA condemnation is logical but very limited in its ability
to enlighten the profound nature of the problem. Blame shifting, together with
condemnation, represents a very passive form of reaction, which reinforces the
stigmatization of the already stigmatized women that underwent SSA. Moreover,
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through the examples mentioned above, we can see how the information pre-
sented by the media motivates the readers to communicate their mental models
since the inclusion of the women's statements provoked the negative cognitive
reaction. This indicates that the occasional analytical media approach is not enough
to sensitize the media audience and increase their capability for comprehension
instead of condemnation.

The limited audience awareness is evident in the second most frequent discourse
strategy, the naturalization of female identity (Jelena Vidnji¢ 2016). In this context,
12.01% of the comments tied the consequences of SSA to a potential lack of future
wives and women that will give birth and “raise our sons™

Vijesti

Sikimiki

Who will give birth to male children if not women
20.11.2017.

CDM

Zix

Do these people wonder whom their sons will marry in 20-30 years if this continues to
reduce the number of female children? But it's important to give a birth to male, right?

24/04/2018.

Naturalization accounted for 50% of the comments in the authority discourse,
where the media usually presented the statistical data related to SSA without any
kind of analytical approach or context. These comments were typically inspired by
media articles that published the information about the “missing 3000 Montenegrin
women in the reproductive lifecycle” (CDM September 162,014), “the tradition of the
male child” (Vijesti November 202,017), or the “problems in Montenegrin society” (CDM
September 302,018) caused by the lack of women. The media articles predominantly
described the demographic distortions and the current sex imbalance existing in
Montenegro. The readers responded with the strategy of naturalization, which
reduces women to their reproductive function as the first and foremost purpose of
their life (Visnji¢ 2016). The underlying tone of this strategy is patriarchal since it
portrays women solely through their private sphere, where they predominantly exist
as “mothers and wives” (Vidnji¢ 2016, 126). Even when expressing anxiety for the
reproductive future of Montenegro, users’ comments were male-centered—they were
worried about the lack of wives their sons should marry. Women as daughters, and
above all, as human beings, were not in focus here.

Furthermore, in the strategy of naturalization, the woman is presented with her
physical dimension and the emotional side of her character. 25% of the columns
written by women contained a direct reference to their appearance in the comments;
this conclusion was absent from male-authored columns:
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CDM

semi

First take your hat off while in parliament, you're not fashionable at alL, it reflects the lack
of culture, so after that speak up

08/03/2018

Analitika
Dusan

Beauty ... | would like to have you for the first president of Montenegro.
08/03/2018/

The remaining strategies of politicization and marginalization/skepticism were equally
present among users’ comments. Politicized discourse treats SSA as an outcome of the
actions and policies of the former government, the Church, the EU, the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) and the Council of Europe:

Vijesti

Zizi 25

It's all about reducing the population in Montenegro! And the way we are, let themn be!
Is it hard to understand that the main reason for distorted birth rates is the economic crisis
caused by the fraud of the people in power! In other words, this is demographic genocide!
CITIZENS, YOU ARE QUIET BECAUSE YOU ARE NOT AWARE OF WHAT'S
HAPPENING!!

28.09.2017.

Vijesti

Dangerous

They found a way to make money, because EU funds it all. And for this unwanted
thing, the same works for male children, I know at least 5 couples (close to me) who would give
everything to have a girl.
25.04.2018.

51.61% of politicized comments were a reaction to columns that explicitly referred to
some of the aforementioned actors as visible from the Table 7.

Table 7. Columns with the highest frequency of politicized comments.

Title Media %? Subjects®

LAJOVIC: Misogynist Analitika 2258 Montenegrin Orthodox Church
We are the Sons of Your Rocks Vijesti 19.35 Council of Europe

MARAS: Accession Objection Analitika 6.45 European Union

Unwanted Column Analitika 6.45 Democratic Party of Socialists

aPercentage of politicized comments.
bSubjects dominantly mentioned by the author.

The remainder was usually a response to the campaign Unwanted, where users view
the NGO activity as EU-driven and solely motivated by “lining their own pockets.”

Finally, out of the 10.95% of comments in category of marginalization/skepticism, 29.03%
perceive SSA as an unimportant topic, while 70.96% of users doubted the existence of this
practice:
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CDM

Milka

I don’t believe these statistics, ok intentional abortions, but intentional because they are girls?
24/04/2018

Analitika

Popocatepetl

"Only 1n 2009, 113 boys were born, per 100 girls, which is a definite indicator of prenatal sex-
selection, resulting in selective terminations of pregnancy and decreasing number of newbom female
children." Are you kidding people? The average has been the same for the last 50 years, although the testing
is possible in the last ten years. The natural average is 105:100, and in our country, it is slightly higher
because a certain number of families "drive to the male”. There is none statistical evidence about prenatal
sex selection in a more significant number of cases.

2171172017

CDM

Neko

Too much importance is given to this topic... I don't know anyone, and I didn’t hear about anyone
who did it...
04/01/2018

Intuitively, every third comment in the authority discourse was marginalizing/skeptical.
The articles that informed the audience about the birth of “374 more boys than girls" (CDM
24" of April 2018) or the ongoing “trends in sex-selective abortions” (COM November 5 2017),
frequently motivated the readers to reject or marginalize the practice of SSA. As argued
before, the articles using the authority strategy never questioned the background of sex
selection. Furthermare, 52% of the media articles published the view of only two sources or
fewer. Instead of representing multiple opinions and giving a voice to the underrepre-
sented, the media usually provided significant public space to well-known figures in society.
Such a uniform approach contributed to the users’ skeptical reaction. When confronted with
statistical/expert information, the readers were unable to link their shared knowledge and
personal experience with the occurrence of sex selection. Users’ reactions could also
indicate a dogmatic social cognition resistant to accepting/evaluating any information
that deviates from previously established experiences. Consequently, the dogmatic social
cognition is reinforced by the passive media approach described in the authority strategy.

Additional analyses found emotion words to be the dominant structures in 74.03% of
the comments. | present several examples of users’ emotional words that vividly illustrate
the nature of each discourse strategy:

Condemnation:

discriminating [diskriminatorno], uncivilized [necivilizovano], uneducated [neobrazovani,
shameful [sramotno], abnormal [nenormalna], tribal [plemenskil, irreversible [nepovratno],
rude [nevaspitani]

Naturalization:

weaker [slabije], emotional [emotivne], desirable [poZeljnije], childbirth [radati djecu],
caregiving [paziti], marriage [brak], motivating [motivisuce], beauty [ljepoto]

Politicization:

powerful [mo¢ni], criminal [kriminal], controlled [kontroliul, crisis [kriza], blackmailing
{ucjenjuju], forcing [eraju], order [narede], prohibit [zabraniti]

Marginalization/Skepticism:

unimportant [nebitno], untrue [netacno], unclear [nejasno], wrong [pogresno], disbelief
[ne vjerujem], opposite [suprotno], lie [laZ], defamation [kleveta], coincidence [slucajnost]
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Metaphors were generally less present in the sample—25.61% of the comments
contained both emotion words and metaphors, while 16.84%° expressed their thoughts
solely through metaphors:

Condemnation:

we need to escape from this jungle urgently . . . [pod hitno treba pobjeci iz ove dzungle . . ],
sexual slaves [seksualne robinje], beast [zvijer], we hit rock bottom [propali smo do
samog dnal

Naturalization: the carrier of the human species [nosilac ljudske vrste], bring life into the
world [donose na svijet ljudska bica], giving birth to “hawks” [rada “sokolove”]

Paoliticization:

thieves [lopovi], monkeys on branches [majmuni s grana], line their pockets [pune
dzZepove], double-edged sword [mac s dvije ostrice]

Marginalization/Skepticism: '

this article is huge ... | got tired as | read it [golem ovaj ¢lanak ... umorih se dok sam
procitao], the story is blown up [prica je naduvana], you're making a mountain out of
a molehill fod muve pravite mededal.

Discussion

This study applied the Socio-cognitive Discourse Approach to a sample of media informa-
tion related to SSA in Montenegro. The research revealed several tendencies. First, the
Montenegrin media is generally not interested in reporting about SSA. The majority of the
media stories belong to the factual genre, and they are motivated by external actors. The
media discourse is predominantly passive, with a very occasional analytical approach,
while the most substantive proportion of media stories made the subject of SSA inferior to
other published information. The analysis also demonstrated that journalists’ usage of
opinions, emotional words, and metaphors was rarely proactive, except for the direct
support discourse strategy, when the media treated SSA as a public interest topic that
requires continuous scrutiny and investigation. Although most media information did not
contain patriarchal language, it must be acknowledged that journalists and editors were
specifically instructed on how to report about SSA when the campaign Unwanted
launched in Montenegro (Raicevi¢ 2020). The preventative approach intuitively affected
the tone and the character of the subsequent media discourse. However, more explicit
findings were present in the audience discourse, which was produced under minimal
constraints. The research showed that the consumers' reaction is mainly judgmental, with
every fifth comment portraying women as culprits. Furthermore, the audience envisions
the consequences of SSA through endangered reproduction; thus, reviving patriarchal
perceptions about women as mothers with predefined and strict gender roles in the
household.

Several implications stem from this research. First, the combination of a passive media
approach and a judgmental discourse can cement the already existing bias around the
issue of SSA. Extensive effort is required to alleviate the ramifications of long-term gender
inequality, such as the perception of the female child as less desirable, the institutional
and economic domination of men, and the reduction of women to their physical appear-
ance and their reproductive roles. The role of the media in this process is clear. Namely,
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only 7.85% of the media information in the sample took a proactive stance and tried to
explore the complex social, economic, and cultural background of SSA. It is worth
reminding that it was in fact research carried out by a journalist that was one of the
main motivators for the campaign Unwanted in Montenegro. These rare examples
demonstrate the capacity of the media to produce social change. However, longitudinal
research has shown that occasional positive practices are not enough. The media audi-
ence analyzed in this study demonstrated an insufficient understanding of both SSA and
its patriarchal background. The lack of analytical media reporting might lead to the loss of
societal interest in unraveling SSA and preventing its occurrence. If the Montenegrin
media do not treat SSA as an important topic, they send a clear message to their audience
that sex selection is not a priority. They contribute to the marginalization of this theme
and cultivate judgmental reactions, whose outcome is the reinforcement of female
subordination.

The second implication of this research relates to the established social cognition
between those who produce the media content and those who consume it. Readers
were mainly referring to either the authors or the subjects of the information while
commenting on SSA-related articles. As previously argued, socio-cognitive analysis
presupposes the cognitive interface as a space where journalists' and consumers’
mental models interact (Van Dijk 2017). This point of connection was visible in the
present study. In particular, when confronted with the statistical information, the
audience typically showed two reactions: marginalization/skepticism and naturaliza-
tion. In the first case, they were hesitant to accept the existence of SSA, while in
the second case, the first SSA-related consequence that came to mind was the lack
of mothers giving birth “to hawks” (sons). Simultaneously, when the media applied
an analytical approach to investigating SSA, the public condemned this practice,
while very few comments doubted its existence. Different journalists’ discourse
strategies, thus, triggered different cognitive responses in the audience. This research
showed that analytical media articles predominantly produce condemnation, but not
the rejection of SSA as an ongoing phenomenon in Montenegrin society. The
acceptance that SSA exists to a worrisome extent represents the first stage of
counteracting this problem. Consequently, the prevalence of analytical media infor-
mation should increase the audiences’ understanding of SSA and decrease the
condemnation of women, which represents a necessary step towards combating
this practice.

In parallel, cognitive responses in the audience also reflect the audiences’ mental
models. Consequently, marginalization, naturalization, and condemnation might be indi-
cative of variant personality structures—a topic that requires further analysis. This
research showed that mental models indeed “control discourse structures” (Van Dijk
2017, 21), while social cognition represents a valuable stream in discourse analysis,
revealing the more profound nature of language presented in the public space.

Finally, in this research, we aimed at showing why it is essential to spot patterns in
media discourse and form diverse discourse strategies that can synthesize numerous
discourse practices into coherent structures. In this way, the discourse strategies
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established in this paper have applicability in various contexts. They also reveal the
discourse elements that dominate in each strategy, which might act as indicators for
further research.

Although the SDS applied in this research protruded the discursive aspects of SSA, it is
important to note several limitations of this paper. First, as an approach, SDS are unable to
investigate how consumers acquire their mental models or the extent to which these models
modify when confronted with various pieces of information. Additional experimental research
is required to establish a causal relationship that could clarify the impact of the media and
address individual susceptibility to different forms of media content. In parallel, the socio-
cognitive approach is vital for creating a very vibrant empirical foundation for such research.

Second, further analyses should address the contextual factors that prevent continu-
ous media interest in investigating important SSA practices. It is worth analyzing whether
the concentrated media environment, together with political influence and financial
dependence (Vukovi¢ 2016), might form several necessary contextual conditions that
restrict media interest in “unprofitable” topics. Subsequent research could, thus, benefit
from the evaluation of the Montenegrin media environment in relation to the lack of
media involvement in reporting on SSA.

Notes

1. Expressed through opinions, attitudes, and emotional words.

2. Such as Systematic Discourse Analysis.

3. | was prevented from including every discourse strategy in the analysis due to spatial limits.
Appendix A contains the remaining discourse strategies with brief examples that clarify their
classification.

4. | did not observe a significant difference between the TV and print material. Every third
information shown on the TV was factual. The main Montenegrin news shows dedicated
insufficient attention to SSA—only 7.32% of the analyzed news had SSA as the main topic.

5. See Appendix B.

6. In 9.13% of the comments | failed to identify expressions of emotion words and metaphors.
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PluZine, Montenegro.

Davidovi¢, Jovana. 2020. Mediated Emotions in Political Communication Discourse: the Case
of Montenegro and Serbia. European Consortium for Political Science Research.

Davidovi¢, Jovana. 2015. Student Media in Montenegro — the Role and Importance. Artificial
intelligence, robots and media, Dubrovnik Media Days, University of Dubrovnik, Croatia

STIPENDIJE & NAGRADE:

Stipendija za doktorska istrazivanja

G i 2018 - 2021
Ministarstvo nauke, Crna Gora
Nagrada za najbolju magistarsku tezu 2018
Odsjek za politicke nauke, Centralno-evropski univerzitet, Budimpesta,
Madarska
Nagrada za akademsku izvrsnost 2017
Odsjek za politicke nauke, Centralno-evropski univerzitet, Budimpesta,
Madarska
Nacionalna stipendija za izvrsnost 2016 - 2018
Ministarstvo prosvjete, Crna Gora
Nagrada za najbolju studentkinju 2015
Fakultet politickih nauka, Univerzitet Crne Gore
Stipendija za talentovane studente/kinje 2014
Atlas fondacija, Crna Gora
Studentska nagrada Glavnog grada ,19. decembar” 2014

Podgorica, Crna Gora
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Jovana Davidovi¢ MA

Poslovna adresa: 13 jula 2, Podgorica
E-mail: jovanad@ac.me

Nagrada za najbolje govornistvo 2014

Simulacija parlamenta, Crnogorsko udruzenje studenata/kinja politickih nauka -
MAPSS, Podgorica, Crna Gora

Stipendija za najbolje studente/kinje 2013 <2016
Ministarstvo prosvjete, Crna Gora

OBJAVLJENA NAUCNA IZLAGANJA NA KONFERENCIJAMA :

Davidovic, Jovana. Unraveling Authoritarian Submission: Identity and the Media as Crucial
Factors. 6" International Scientific Conference of Young Doctoral Scholars, Novi Sad, Srbija, 15.
februar 2022. godine.

Davidovic, Jovana. “Montenegro All in One”: Montenegrin Tourism through the Lenses of Public
Service Media. 12" Montenegrin Media Dialogues, Media and Tourism — Positive and Negative
Consequences of Media Reporting, Zabljak, Crna Gora, 31. maj 2019. godine.

Davidovic, Jovana. Activism as a Defense: Civic Journalism among Students in Montenegro.
Bridges of Media Education, Novi Sad, Srbija, 13. septembar 2019. godine.

PUBLIKACIJE:

Davidovi¢, Jovana. 2022. My Dear Unwanted: Media Discourse on Sex-selective Abortion in
Montenegro. Feminist Media Studies. Taylor & Francis, ISSN: 1468-0777, 1471-5902.

Davidovi¢, Jovana. 2020. Unraveling the Black Mountain: Authoritarian Submission and Party
Preference in Montenegro. Nationalities Papers: the Journal of Nationalism and Ethnicity,
Cambridge University Press, 1-19, ISSN 0090-5992, 1465-3923.

Davidovi¢, Jovana. 2020. Kako se odbraniti: emotivna komponenta medijske manipulacije.
predstoji u; Communications and Media - CM, ISSN 1800-7074.

Davidovic, Jovana. 2020. Consistency of the European Media Politics: the Media Concentration in
Montenegro and Serbia. predstoji u: Medijska istrazivanja, ISSN 1330-0288, 1848- 6096.

Davidovi¢, Jovana. 2015. Postovanje prezumpcije nevinosti u ernogorskim portalima. Medijska
politika, ISSN 1800-7457.

ISTRAZIVACKO INTERESOVANJE: psihologija komuniciranja, rod, mediji, politicka
psihologija, politicka komunikacija, psiholo$ka i politicka antropologija

JEZICKE & KOMPJUTERSKE VJESTINE:

Crnogorski jezik: maternji

Engleski jezik: napredni nivo (C2 CEF nivo; Savjet
Evrope)

Italijanski jezik: srednji nivo

Spanski jezik: osnovni nivo (A2 sertifikat)

Programski jezik: R
Statisticki softver: SPSS



PROFESSIONAL BIOGRAPHY (CV)

TANJA OBLAK CRNIC, PhD

University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Social Sciences, Department of Communication

Education, employment and degrees: Tanja Oblak Crni¢ (born 16 December 1973) lives and works in
Ljubljana. She graduated in Sociology (1996), received her Master's (1999) and Doctor's degree (2001) in
Communication Sciences at the Faculty of Social Sciences. During the course of the master's study she
took advanced academic study courses at the University of Essex and the University of Oxford (UK), after
her doctorate she worked as a postdoctoral researcher at the University of Helsinki (Finland), and in 2012,
she was as a visiting researcher at the University of California, Berkeley (USA). She has been employed at
the Faculty of Social Sciences since 1996, initially as a young researcher, and since 2005 regularly
employed at the University of Ljubljana as a university professor.

Education, degrees and dates received

1992-1996 undergraduate studies of Sociology and Social Information Science, Faculty of Social

Sciences (FDV), University of Ljubljana (UL)

1996 BA in Sociology with the thesis “The use of information technology and gender differences

in the private sphere” (September)

1999 MA in Communication Sciences with Master’s thesis "Social context of communication
technologies: images of cyber society in the scientific and popular discourse" (April)

2001 PhD in Communication Sciences with doctoral dissertation “Images of electronic

democracy: communication technologies and changes in communication and

participation processes” (written in English, September).

2001-2002 scholarship holder at postdoctoral studies in the Department of Communication Sciences

at the University of Helsinki (under the supervision of dr. Sinikka Sassi)

2002 promoted to the title of Doctor of Science in the field of Social Sciences (22 January 2002)

2011 Erasmus exchange professor in University of Helsinki (April 2011)

2012 visiting researcher at the School of Information at the University of California, Berkeley,

USA (6 months, sabbatical)

Professional positions

1996-2001 Young researcher, Centre for Research on Social Communication, Institute for Social
Sciences, FDV, UL

2002-2005 Research Assistant, Department of Media and Communication Studies, FDV, UL

2005- Assistant Professor, Department of Media and Communication Studies, FDV, UL

2007-2008 maternity leave (12 months)

2008- Associate Professor for Communication, FDV, UL

2010 maternity leave (6 months)

2014- Full Professor for Communication, FDV, UL (December 2014)

Faculty Career and elected functions: She has been working at the undergraduate and postgraduate
teaching programmes in Communication Sciences, where she was elected for three mandates to hold the
chair of Media and Communication Studies (2003-2005; 2005-2007, 2010-2013). Currently, she is the
Head of Department of Communication and Custodian of Communication doctoral program (2015-2017).
She actively led an overhaul of undergraduate programme of Communication Sciences (2003-2005) and
she was coordinating a recent programme reform on the Faculty level within Department of
Communication.

Elected and other functions

2015-2017 Head of Department for Communication

2015- Custodian of Doctoral program in Communication Studies

2013-2015 Member of the Senate of the Faculty of Social Sciences

2005-2007

2013-2015 Custodian of the Master’s programme of Media and Law

2011-2013 Head of Chair for Media and communication studies

2003-2007



2011-2015 Member of the Commission for the amendment of the rules, FDV

2003-2005 Member of the Commission for the Preseren awards for BA theses

2003-2005 Member of the Commission for the renewal of Web site of FDV

2005-2007 Member of the Commission for educational affairs, FDV

2007-2009 Member of the FDV Commission for textbooks

Teaching and mentoring: As a mentor she works at the undergraduate and master programmes, as well
as at the doctoral level; she was also a mentor to a young researcher (2009-2013). Professionally and
academically she also cooperates with other faculties within the University of Ljubljana (ALUO, FF -
Department of German language, Department of English la nguage, Department of Sociology, Department
of Psychology) and actively cares for the visibility of Communication Sciences outside of UL. She has been
actively involved in teaching several courses within different study programs at the Faculty of Social
Sciences since 1996. She nourishes also constant international experiences as visiting professor and
through hosting professors from abroad.

Teaching experiences & Courses taught

1996-2002 assistant within Media and Communication program and Sociology-social informatics

studies

2001-2002 visiting assistant on Department for communication, University in Helsinki, within the

course “Information Society Policy Programs and Applications” and student work-shop

“Putting it all together”

2001-2002 assistant in the major course Introduction to communication studies

2002-2007 undergraduate level course Theories of Information society

2003- undergraduate level minor courses Communication and new technologies, E-democracy,

Internet practice

2005 visiting professor in University in Klagenfurt, Austria, Denocratic potentials of electronic

public sphere (June 2005)

2008- undergraduate level major courses Introduction to communication research,

Communication Research Seminar, Research Practice

2008- graduate level: New Media and Society, Political participation and the internet

2015- doctoral seminar | in Communication study program

Mentor and supervisor

2003- mentoring and co-mentoring diploma theses and post-graduate master theses

2003- participation in mentoring committee in under-graduate and graduate level

2009- supervisor in doctoral program

2008-2013 mentoring young researcher

Research focus: With her research work within the framework of the Centre for Research on Social
Communication (CDK) and in cooperation with other research centres at the Faculty of Social Sciences
(CMI, CPR, CMO) she demonstrates herself particularly in the field of studying the social aspects of new
media, which is shown by her participation in various research projects, several international conferences
and regular publications in domestic and foreign journals and edited publications. She is the author of two
monographs, the co-editor of a scientific book and two thematic journal publications and the author of
various scientific contributions at home and abroad.

In the last period, her research attention has been focused on studying the role of interactivity in
communication online environments, both on the level of political communication as well as
communication among new audiences and Web-based media forms. In this regard, she continues and
deepens her research in the field of online communication, political action and e-democracy, which she
has also introduced as an important framework within the Slovenian communication sciences. Within two
fundamental research projects she has been examining the amended roles of communication and
interaction in the micro environment, particularly within families and in everyday life of young people, as
the result of new mobile technology and contemporary digital culture. With that she has expanded her
research focus into the field of sociology and cultural studies, and thus approached communication
subjects to the interdisciplinary theoretical baselines. She continues her work in the framework of the



digital citizenship project, in which she intertwines and upgrades the scientific findings so far.
Selected publications in last decade
2017

LUTHAR, Breda, OBLAK CRNIC, Tanja. Media repertoires and discursive communities: studying audiences in the
multimedia age. Communications, 1SSN 0341-2059, Nov. 2017, vol. 42, no. 4, str. 415-439, doi: 10.1515/commun-
2017-0028.

* OBLAK CRNIC, Tanja. Neglected or just misunderstood?: the perception of youth and digital citizenship among

Slovenian political parties. Teorija in praksa : revija za druzbena vprasanja, \SSN 0040-3598, jul. 2017, letn. 54,
posebna §t., str. 96-111, 159.

2016

* Oblak, Tanja. Mladi drzavljani in institucionalna politika v kontekstu participativne digitalne
kulture/Young citizens and institutional politics in the context of participatory digital culture.
Annales, Series historia et sociologia, 26, 1: 119-132.

* Oblak, Tanja, Amon Prodnik Jernej. Online deliberation between the weak and strong public
sphere. eJournal of eDemocracy and open government, 1SSN 2075-9517, 2015, vol. 7, no. 1, str.
99-116
2015

LUTHAR, Breda, OBLAK, Tanja. Medijski repertoarji in diskurzivne skupnosti. Teorija in praksa,
ISSN 0040-3598, jan.-apr. 2015, letn. 52, §t. 1/2, str. 7-30.
2014

OBLAK, Tanja, KUHAR, Metka. Everyday and family contexts of youth computer cultures: the case
of Slovenia. Annales, Series historia et sociologia, 24, 1: 129-142

HAFNER-FINK, Mitja, OBLAK, Tanja. Digital citizenship as multiple political participation?:
predictors of digital political participation in Slovenia. Teorija in praksa, 51, 6: 1284-1303
2013

* OBLAK, Tanja, VOBIC, Igor. Converging practices and discourses: obstacles in production culture
for interactivity in Slovenian online newspapers. Convergence, 19, 3: 365-381

* OBLAK, Tanja, OSUAK, Katja. Politically un-interactive web: transformations of online politics in
Slovenia. International journal of electronic governance, 6, 1: 37-52

OBLAK, Tanja. Slovenians offline: class and cultural aspects of digital exclusion. Sociologicky’
casopis, 49, 6: 927-949
2012

* OBLAK, Tanja. Digitalne razslojenosti: spletna kultura skozi razredno in kulturno diferenciacijo v
Ljubljani in Mariboru. Druzboslovne razprave, 28, 71: 39-62

" OBLAK, Tanja. Idea(l)s on e-democracy and direct online citizenship. Southeastern Europe, 36, 3:
398-42
2011

* OBLAK, Tanja, AMON PRODNIK, Jernej, TRBIZAN, Nika. Deliberation and online participation: The
case of the Slovenian portal "I propose to the government". Journal of comparative politics, 4, 2:
90-110,

* OBLAK, Tanja. The generational gap and the diverse roles of computer technology: the case of
Slovenian households. In COLOMBO, Fausto (ed.). Broadband society and generational changes,
(Participation in broadband society, vol. 5). Frankfurt am Main: P. Lang, 289-304

* OBLAK, Tanja, JONTES, Dejan. (New) media culture among Slovenian youth. V: PANDO CANTELI,

Maria J. (ed.). Conjunctions and disruptions: communication, information and media studies in



Europe, (Maior series, vol. 1). Bilbao: University of Deusto, 137-150
2010

* OBLAK, Tanja. Preobrazbe na spletu: od infopromocijske k individualizirani
politiki?/Transformations on the web: from promotional to individualised politics?. Teorija in
praksa, 47, 1: 22-40.

2009

" OBLAK, Tanja (ed), LUTHAR, Breda (ed). Mobilni telefon in transformacija vsakdana/Mobile

phones and transformation of everyday life, Ljubljana: Fakulteta za druzbene vede, 230 pp.
2008

* OBLAK, Tanja. O zacetkih interneta na Slovenskem/The beginnings of the Internet in Slovenia. V:
PUSNIK, Marusa (ed.). Prispevki k zgodovini slovenskih medijev, (Javnost/The Public, vol. 15, supl.).
Ljubljana: Fakulteta za druzbene vede, 15, supl.: S151-S170.

2007

* OBLAK, Tanja, ZELIAN, Katja. Slovenian online campaigning during the 2004 European parliament
election : struggling between self-promotion and mobilization. V: KLUVER, Randolph (ed.),
JANKOWSKI, Nicholas W. (ed.), FOOT, Kirsten A. (ed.), SCHNEIDER, Steven M. (ed.). The Internet
and national elections: a comparative study of web campaigning, (Routledge research in political
communication, 2). London; New York: Routledge: 60-76.

2006

* PINTER, Andrej, OBLAK, Tanja. Is there a public sphere in this discussion forum?. V: SARIKAKIS,

Katharine (ed.), THUSSU, Daya Kishan (ed.). Ideologies of the Internet, (International Association
for Media and Communication Research). Cresskill [N. J.]: Hampton Press, 99-113.
2005

* OBLAK, Tanja. The lack of interactivity and hypertextuality in online media. Gazette (Leiden). 67,
1: 87-106.

* OBLAK Tanja, Gregor Petric. Splet kot medij in mediji na spletu/Web as a media and media on the
Web. Ljubljana: FDV
2003

* OBLAK, Tanja. lzzivi e-demokracije/Challenges of e-democracy. Ljubljana: FDV.
Scientific research activities
a) participation in national research programs
1999-2003 Social information and communication processes
2003-2008 Mass media, public sphere and social changes
2008-2014 Mass media, public sphere and social changes
2015- Political research
b) participation in national research projects
1995-1996 Study Young and Aids, 1997. Ljubljana: FDV, ADP, 2001
1996 Study Social aspects of municipial Koper: survey among college students. (CPS, FDV)
1997-1999 Applicative project Analysis of media content on joining Slovenia in EU (CDK, CMO, FDV)
1999-2001 Basic project Life styles in media society (CDK, FDV)
2001-2002 Analysis of governmental web sites, financed by governmental office for communication
and information (CATI, d.o.0.)
2003-2004 Postdoctoral project Democratic potential of electronic public sphere
2002-2005 Project CRP Media convergence: characteristics of media online and their effects (CDK,
FDV)
2004-2008 Basic project Cultural and social aspects of virtual life-styles (CMI in CDK)
2010-2013 Basic project Class, culture and media consumption (CDK)
2013-2016 Basic project Digital citizenship (MI, FDV, ZRC-FHS KP)



¢) international summer-schools and research meetings:

1998 summer school Social Science Data Analysis and Collection, University in Essex, UK.

1999 Wolfson College. Univerza v Oxfordu: Center for Socio-Legal Studies, participation in a

project “Policy and regulatory responses to the use of electronic communication

technologies by transnational communities in Europe ™.

2001-2005 International research network EU COST A20 “Impacts of the Internet on the mass media«
2012 Research visitor School of Information, University in Berkeley, USA.

d) Participation in international conferences:

1998 CATaC'98 Cultural Attitudes Towards Technology and Communication, London, 1.-4. August, Drury
College, ZDA.

2000 “New Media - New Politics ", december, Oxford Brookes University; with the title Electronic
Democracy and New Spaces of Political Actions.

2001 “E-Nerworks: Arenas for Democratic Engagement? ", september, Piran, with the title Dialogue and
representation: The normalization of cyberspace or a new transformation of public sphere? .

2002 COST A20 The Impact of the Internet on the Mass Media in Europe, Nicosia: 27-28 March 2002,
with the title The interactivity of Slovenian on-line newspapers.

"New media new politics?", 20th - 22nd June 2002, Tromso, Norway, with the title Slovenian online
newspapers in the electronic public sphere.

"Electronic networks and democracy", 9-12 October 2002, Nijmegen: EURICOM, with the title New
spaces for political action.

2003 “Towards new media paradigm”, 27.-28. June 20, Pamplona, with the title Aspects of cybertextuality:
interactivity and hypertextuality of online media.

2005 50t Years of Communication research, November, Amsterdam, with the title The interpersonal
culture of chat-room generation.

2006 “Alternative media”, 13-15. October, Ljubljana, co-authoring Contribution of new media to
dialectics between publics and counterpublics.

2009 European on-line journalism: a tension between the "old" and the "new" media profession. ESA,
Lisboa: ISCTE-IUL.

2010 | propose to the government: an e-participatory attempt towards deliberative governance?
Universitatea Babes-Bolyai Clyj, Romania, 25-27 July 2010

2011 From opinion expression to deliberation: a critical analysis of the | propose to the government
deliberative e-tool. Ljubljana: Slovensko politolosko drustvo

To live together separately?: diverse roles of computer technology in Slovenian households: paper
presented at The 61st Annual ICA Conference, Boston, 26 - 30 May.

2012 New class boundaries between media audiences? Class, cultural consumption and media culture in
Slovenia: ECREA 2012, 4th European Communication Conference, 24-27 Oct., Istanbul

The biases of the internet and power constraints for online audiences: paper presented at the 30th
EURICOM Communication & Culture Colloguium, Piran, November 16-17.

2015 Training citizens in populist participatory digital culture? CEECOM, Zagreb, June 12-14.

Digital citizenship as multiple political participation? : predictors of digital political participation in
Slovenia : presentation at the IPSA's RC 10, RC 22 and RC 34 Conference, Rovinj, 2 - 3 October

What kind of participatory digital culture and for whom?: political institutions and young citizens in
Slovenia : presentation at the Communication and Democracy ECREA Conference, 9 - 10 October,
Copenhagen

Membership in professional and scientific associations

2008- member of professional board in the Institute for e-participation

2000- member of Slovenian communication association

2009- member of Slovenian sociological association

2009- member of ECREA

2011- member of ICA
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